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Hello ladies ! 

What a busy month May has been ! We are bringing you a 

bumper edition of our newsletter so we can share pictures and 

news from all of the fab things that have been happening in 

recent weeks. Many thanks to everyone who brought along a 

food item to our last meeting – we almost filled two boxes - 

and to Jan and Ian Bruce for taking the donations along to the 

Salvation Army food bank at St Peter’s. Our local Co-op store 

also took the NFWI Manifesto on Food Waste as part of the 

Food Waste Action Weekend with a promise to send it on to 

Head Office, and told us that their surplus food is sent to the 

food bank in Billingham. 

We have recently spent some time helping Saltburn WI set up 

their website and Facebook page, testing the new My WI pages 

for the NFWI and talking to the Federation about using the 

internet to further communicate with members; the WI digital 

footprint is growing and we are proud to be helping others with 

this development. It is NFWI Annual Meeting in Liverpool this 

week – can’t wait to hear all about it when Sheila returns ! 

Tonight we have the final details of our July trip to Beamish and 

two new events as part of the Crossing the Tees Literary 

festival. Julian Norton, star of Channel 5’s A Yorkshire Vet, 

shares his experiences on 14 June (Stockton Library 6.30pm) 

and the fabulous History Wardrobe girls perform their Bad Girls 

and Bonnets show on 22 June (Hartlepool Library 7pm). 

Apologies for the short notice but we only have tickets on 

reserve until tomorrow so we’ll need to know tonight if you are 

interested in coming along. The lovely weather has meant that 

my garden is at risk of turning into a jungle so that’s where you 

will find me over the next few days, although June looks set to 

be another busy month and our birthday party will be here 

before we know it ! Yay ! 

                 Caroline x 

Birthday Girls 
Many happy returns to our June birthday girls: 

Pauline Gooding             Dorothy Serginson 

Helen Hammond              Antonia Donald 

Kate Loughran                 Melissa George                                                   

Julie Clarke Cooks Up a Storm ! 
Everyone enjoyed our May meeting when Julie 

Clarke wowed us once again with her no-nonsense 

approach, tales of Yorkshire life and this time an 

incredible cookery demonstration which saw Julie, 

ably-assisted by her friend Sandra, rustle up a 3-

course meal in only 45 minutes using just a portable 

gas burner and small oven. Nine of our lucky ladies 

won either a spinach, ham and cream cheese 

roulade, fruity couscous salad, braised chicken thighs 

in a sweet sauce or mango, raspberry and chocolate 

heaven pud. Wow !   

 

Some of our members have asked for the details for 

Julie’s B&B at Middle Farm, Woodale - the full 

contact details plus information about her charges 

etc can be found at: 

www.yorkshirenet.co.uk/stayat/middlefarm/ 

Barbara 
Ever modest, our Barbara kept quiet about her plans 

to abseil off the Transporter Bridge on 21 May until 

it slipped out during the Strolling Sisters walk. 

Originally planned for a significant birthday, Barbara 

got herself kitted up and lowered herself the 160’ 

from top to bottom, and in doing so has raised 

almost £800 for Breast Cancer Care. Well done 

Barbara, we’re so proud of you !  



 

 

                         

  

What was on the web….. in May 
Why not have a look at our website and try 

something new today ? 
 

Sunday Bakes: 

Gazpacho 

Rhubarb and custard with almond crumble 

Strawberry jam tarts 

Tomato and basil savoury jam 
 

Monday Makes: 

Bugs and Fishes (felting) 

Craftsy 

Stitch and Flower (embroidery) 

Hobbycraft blog 

Wilna Furstenberg (scrapbooking) 

Tiptoeing Through the Bluebells 
Can it really be a year since we last visited the bluebell 
woods around Great Ayton? The Strolling Sisters had 
another lovely walk through the foothills of Roseberry 
Topping, dodging the rain and admiring the fabulous 
show of colour, and of course enjoying a spot of lunch 
in the village. We are looking forward to our next walk 
on Wednesday 21 June. Please meet at 10.30am at the 
town clock in Seaton Carew for a stroll along the beach 
followed by fish and chips at the Almighty Cod. Please 
note parking charges now apply in Seaton. Everyone 
welcome ! 

hartburnvillagewi@gmail.com       https://hartburnvillagewi.wordpress.com/         HartburnVillageWI          hartburnvill_wi 

HVWI Banner 
Here’s a little sneak preview of work on our new banner 

moving on apace ! Based upon themes of caring and sharing, 

the banner will feature emblems of all that we have held dear 

over the past 30 years as well as out WI today. Can’t wait to 

see the finished article ! 

  

Happy Birthday to Us ! 

Excitement is growing as we count down the days to our 30th 

birthday party ! With less than a month to go, preparations 

are well underway for what we hope will be a fabulous 

evening. Invitations have been sent to the Hartburn 

Afternoon WI and the Townswomen’s Guild, and we are also 

hoping to be joined by Sue Simpson, Chairman of the 

Federation along with some of our founder members. 
 

We’ll be keeping our usual business to a minimum so that we 

can make the most of all that the wonderful Seatones have 

to offer. A four-part female vocal harmony group from 

Seatone Carew, we are in for a real treat with their eclectic 

mix of vintage and retro-style songs inspired by artists such 

as The Andrews Sisters, Caro Emerald, The Chiffons, Dean 

Martin, Glenn Miller, The Puppini Sisters and many more! 
 

As usual the Committee will be providing refreshments for 

the evening and we are planning a menu in keeping with the 

date of our party. It is very important that everyone really 

enjoys every aspect of the evening so please, if you do have 

any special dietary requirements, do let us know so we can 

cater accordingly. We are thrilled that Flowerhouse, in 

recognition of the success of Lonely Bouquet Day, have given 

us 2 vouchers for £20 and £10 to be used as raffle prizes. 

Other prizes are also being planned and remember, raffle 

tickets will be free as our birthday gift to members! 
 

So…….great entertainment? Check. Super food and cake? 

Check. The chance to win some great prizes for free? Check. 

Sublime company? Check. Make sure Tuesday 4 July is a date 

in your diary !! Oh, and we may be wearing our pearls… 
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Lonely Bouquet Day 
  

  

If you were out and about very early morning on Friday 5 May you may have seen 

some of our committee members surreptitiously leaving our Lonely Bouquets in 

public places across our community in the hope that they would be picked up and 

taken to a new loving home. Supported by our local florist, Flowerhouse, we left 20 

posies of tulips. Each one had a little tag asking the recipient to tell us about our 

flowers’ journey end; we waited with baited breath wondering if we would hear 

from anyone but then the messages started to roll in ! 

 
Here are a few extracts from messages and pictures we received via Facebook and 

email.... 
 

I just wanted to share the image with you and say thanks. My little boy – Robbie 

who is 8, found the flowers outside the Elmwood Centre where he attends every 

morning for childcare. He carefully carried the flowers to school and asked his 

teacher to look after them for the day. His grandma collected him and the flowers 

from school and they were waiting for me when I arrived home from work. Thanks 

again ! 
 

Thank you I found a bunch, made my day! 
 

Beautiful flowers given to me today in Hartburn Village. They were then passed 

onto The Barn Childcare Nursery for the children to enjoy. 
 

Thank you for the beautiful bouquet ! 
 

I was out walking my dog and coming through the cut that links Harlsey Crescent 

to the main road I came across one of your beautiful bouquets. I was on my way to 

visit my mum and have passed them onto her, she loves flowers. Thank you for 

such a kind gesture. 
 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers. I found them in Ropner Park this afternoon 

whilst walking my dog. They are looking a bit sad as they were tied to a tree in the 

sun but have still managed to brighten up my day! 
 

Lisa Bradford and I found these flowers on Birkdale Road, we gave them to Gran/ 

Mam as it's her 70th birthday today. Thank you. Xxx 
 

Thank you for my flowers today I picked them up on Harlsey Road made my day x. 
 

I found these gorgeous tulips at Ropner Park in Stockton now they’re joining my 

flowers in Billingham! What a lovely idea to do! 
 

We heard about 13 of our posies and each story was very different, but throughout 
them all it was clear to see that we did indeed bring a little cheer! It was exciting 
waiting to hear and heart-warming to read the stories – the 3 girls who took a 
bouquet to a new elderly neighbour who had just moved in brought tears. We are 
already looking forward to next year’s Lonely Bouquet Day as well as thinking of 
other acts of random kindness that we can do in the meantime !  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10155120439366397&set=p.10155120439366397&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10155120439366397&set=p.10155120439366397&type=3


 

Annual Federation Lunch 2017 
The Federation came up trumps this year with a super 

venue, terrific lunch and entertaining speaker ! On the 

hottest day of the year we headed to Wynyard Hall 

where we enjoyed melon with berry sorbet, roast 

chicken with mushrooms, seasonal vegetables and a 

truffle jus plus passion fruit cheesecake in the salubrious 

surroundings of the conservatory. Special guest TV 

antiques expert and auctioneer Paul Laidlaw shared his 

experiences of working for the BBC as well as tricks of the 

trade. It was lovely to see friends from other WIs; we’re 

already looking forward to September’s afternoon tea ! 

 

Annual Federation Lunch 2017 
We couldn’t resist sharing all of these pictures of our lovely ladies thoroughly enjoying this year’s Annual 

Federation Lunch at Wynyard Hall! 


